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Re: Reijection of Administrative Complaint

Dear I

This letter is in reference to your July 3, 2004, administrative complaint filed with
the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Office of Civil Rights. USDA referred your
complaint to the U.S, Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Office of Civil Rights
(OCR) on October 22, 2004. Your complaint alleges that the Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Department of Agriculture violated Title VI ofthe Civil Rights Act of
1964, as amended (Title VI), 42 U.8.C. §§ 2000d ef seq., and EPA’s regulations
implementing Title VI, found at 40 C.F.R. Part 7 through their commetcial pesticide
certification program. OCR has reviewed your complaint and must reject it for
investigation, because it does not meet EPA’s jurisdictional requirements for acceptance.

Under Title VI, a recipient of federal financial assistance may not discriminate on
the basis of race, color, or national origin. Pursuant to EPA’s Title VI implementing
regulations, OCR conducts a preliminary review of Title Vi complaints for acceptance,
rejection, or referral. 40 C.F.R. § 7.120(d)(1). To be accepted for investigation, a
complaint must meet the jurisdictional requirements described in EPA’s Title V1
regulations. First, it must be in writing. Second, it must describe an alleged
discriminatory act that violates EPA’s Title V1 regulations (i.e., an alleged discriminatory
act based on race, color, or patipnal origin). Third, it must be filed within 180 calendar
days of the alleged discriminatory act. 40 C.F.R. § 7.120(b). Fourth, the complaint must
be against an applicant for, or a recipient of, EPA assistance that allegedly committed the
discriminatory act. 40 C.F.R. § 7.15.

Your complaint does not meet EPA’s jurisdictional requirements necessary for
aceeptance because the Coromonwealth of Pennsylvania, Department of Agriculture was
not a recipient of EPA assistance at the time of the alleged discriminatory act. In
addition, your complaint docs not meet the nccessary requirements for timeliness. Your
complaint indicated that the alleged discriminatory act occurted on July 19, 2003.
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However, your complaint to USDA was dated July 3, 2004. Thus, the described
allegation occurred more than 180 days before you filed the complaint. EPA, therefore,
cannot accept your complaint for investigation.

If you have any questions regarding this letter, please contact Ms. Karen
Randolph of the OCR External Compliance Program by telephone at (202) 343-9679, via
electronic mail af Randoiph.iaren i cpi.voy, or by mail at: U.S, EPA, Office of Civil

Rights (Mail Code 1201A), 1200 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D.C. 20460-
1600.
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